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WELCOME, AND THANK YOU FOR BEING HERE  
in Boise. We’re honored to be convening on land that Boise’s Indigenous 
peoples respected as a spiritual place, where their ancestors gathered for 
healing and cultural celebration. We look forward to the next three days as 
our diverse network of funders and grantmakers share ideas, insights and 
reflections about our work in philanthropy.  

Our strength comes in the power of our network. We collaborate to help 
solve the complex issues of our time. We listen deeply to community to 
help guide our work. When we don’t have the answers, we connect people 
to others in the field. More than anything, we work to stay humble, present 
and connected in this work. This is why we come together. 

Even when it feels difficult, let us also remember to see our colleagues 
as peers and fellow practitioners, all part of creating healthy, vibrant 
communities. We may not always agree, but our current moment in society 
requires us to be open to difficult conversations. Leaning into our collective 
challenges and diverse views may open our eyes to new perspectives or 
better understanding of complex issues. 

Connecting with each other face-to-face breaks us out of our silos 
individually, organizationally and in our specific funding areas. During your 
time at the conference, we hope you’ll sit in on a new kind of conversation; 
learn a new tool; and think expansively about your “role.” When we go 
back to our respective homes at the end of the week, we can take what 
we’ve learned along with a renewed energy for our work and apply it 
to our everyday efforts working alongside communities for a better 
Northwest. We hope you enjoy your time in Boise as much as we’ve enjoyed 
collaborating to bring our network together. Thank you for your part in 
making this network come alive. 

Your 2018 Conference Co-Chairs,

Karen Bilowith
Idaho Community Foundation 

Antony Chiang
Empire Health Foundation

Kris Hermanns
Pride Foundation
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ON BEHALF OF PHILANTHROPY NORTHWEST’S  
board of directors and staff, we welcome you to Boise 
and #PNW18. We’re delighted that you’ve chosen to 
share your time with us this week. 

Philanthropy is at its best when it’s collaborative, 
transparent and equitable. We’ve planned thought-
provoking workshops, informative learning tours, 
including a special trip to Minidoka National Historic 
Site, opportunities to share stories and struggles, and 
engagement with new colleagues and old friends. We 
are excited to host our conference in Idaho, one of 
our member states, and home to a deeply passionate 
and generous philanthropic community.

This year’s theme: Listen. Partner. Lead. Philanthropy Leans In, is especially 
relevant for philanthropy’s role in tackling tough economic and social 
issues; advancing racial equity, diversity and inclusion; forging strong 
nonprofit partnerships; and strengthening our democracy for everyone. 
Our region stands at the forefront of leading social change and innovation. 
Philanthropy is increasingly called upon to drive that change and create 
space for the voices of our most underserved communities. With #PNW18 
preceding major elections in our country, it reminds us to show up in ways 
that are bigger, bolder and braver. I encourage you to use this conference to 
challenge yourself to think about your work in a new way. 

Philanthropy has the power to catalyze transformative change in our 
communities. When we lean in, we build a courageous and dynamic sector 
equipped to accomplish so much more.

I look forward to listening, partnering and leading with you this week at 
#PNW18 and into the future!
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Kiran Ahuja
Philanthropy Northwest
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CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

NEW THIS YEAR: PRETTY GOOD TOOLS WITH THE 
GIVING PRACTICE  

Looking for tools to take home? Join our team from The 
Giving Practice for fun and interactive 25-minute mini-sessions.  
You’ll test-drive proven, field-tested tools on reflective practices,  
impact investing, board governance, grantmaking practice and 
organizational strategy.

CAPACITY BUILDING TRACK

This year, in partnership with the Statewide Capacity Collaborative, 
we’re pleased to host a full track of sessions on building capacity 
and strengthening the nonprofit sector. This is part of Philanthropy 
Northwest’s ongoing commitment to be in service to a resilient, 
responsive and adaptable nonprofit sector with community at the center.

PHILANTHROPY INTERRUPTED TALKS

Back by popular demand! On Thursday, join us for real time conversations 
to dig into content that didn’t make it into the conference program as well 
as facilitated conversations. Wish there was more of something in the 
program? Suggest a PIT topic to host, sign up at the registration desk.  

YOGA AND MEDITATION SESSIONS

Throughout the conference, Vajra Romano and Christina Lagdameo 
from True Self Yoga will provide morning and evening yoga. Join the 
early morning Invigorating Yoga sessions to develop strength, balance 
and inner confidence by connecting breath through movement in a fluid 
routine.

The morning Gentle Yoga class is a nurturing, slow-paced, well-supported 
and relaxing practice.

The evening Yoga Nidra class will help you consciously relax while 
remaining awake and aware. 

Short 15-minute introductory meditation sessions will be available 
during some of the breaks to help reduce stress and improve well-being. 
Check our app for where and when meditation breaks will be held. 

All levels of experience in yoga or meditation are welcome from first-
timers to experienced practitioners. Please bring your own yoga mat.

Philanthropy Northwest provides an opportunity for grantmakers to meet in a collegial 
atmosphere, free from requests for financial support. It is not appropriate to solicit funding at 
Philanthropy Northwest gatherings.
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MAP

STAY CONNECTED

PNW18, the Mobile Conference App 
Go to the AppStore. Search for and download PNW18, which 
is our official conference app. Use the app to find out who 
is attending, create a personal agenda, view presentations 
and speaker biographies, check out the latest Philanthropy 
Interrupted Talks and more. 

Contribute to the conference on social media 
      #PNW18     @PhilanthropyNW

WiFi 
Login: PNW     Password:  Boise2018

FRONT STREET

BASQUE 
BLOCK

GROVE
PLAZA
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THANK YOU, CONFERENCE SPONSORS

LEADING SPONSORS

PLATINUM

GOLD

SILVER

BRONZE

Boise Convention and Visitors Bureau 
Foundation Source 

Greater Tacoma Community Foundation 

Oliver Russell
Royal Bank of Canada (RBC)

St Luke’s Health System 

Idaho Community Foundation 
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2018 CONFERENCE CO-CHAIRS

Karen Bilowith, Idaho Community Foundation
Antony Chiang, Empire Health Foundation

Kris Hermanns, Pride Foundation

2018 CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE

Nicole Bascomb-Aaron, HomeStreet Bank 
Jesse Beason, Northwest Health Foundation

Tara Dowd, United Way of Spokane 
Zeeba Khalili, Marguerite Casey Foundation (Momentum Fellow) 

Amy Little, Idaho Nonprofit Center
Alex McKay, Rasmuson Foundation

Deanna Ward, Home Partnership Foundation

SPECIAL THANKS

Susan Balbas, Na’ah Illahee Fund 
Natalie Camacho Mendoza, Northwest Area Foundation  

Kiki Tidwell, Tidwell Idaho Foundation 
Richard Woo, The Russell Family Foundation 

To the many Philanthropy Northwest members, partners  
and friends who contributed their guidance, feedback and  

connections to make this conference a success. 

THANK YOU,  
2018 PLANNING  COMMITTEE
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DAY ONE



Agenda

6:00 – 7:00 AM Invigorating Yoga    420 A

7:15 – 8:15 AM Gentle Yoga    420 A

8:30 AM – 5:00 PM Registration Open

9:30 – 11:30 AM CEO Track Opening Session: Trust-Based Practice*    420 B

10:00 – 11:00 AM Reception for First-Time Conference Attendees   410 A

Noon – 1:30 PM  Welcome Lunch and Opening Plenary: Anand Giridharadas    400 BC

1:30 – 1:45 PM Break

1:45 – 3:15 PM Concurrent Sessions 1 (A-F) 
 A. Embodying Trust-Based Practice    420 A  
 B. In It for the Long Haul: Philanthropy’s Growing Role in Strengthening  
  Democracy    420 B 
 C. The Art of Social Change: KNOW Native America!    410 C
 D. Designing and Facilitating Powerhouse Convenings    410 B
 E.  Pushing Equity Further: Disability Justice as a Tool to Work With Those 

Most Impacted    410 A
 F.  CEO Track: Conversation With Anand Giridharadas* 

Board Room, 2nd Floor 

3:15 – 3:45 PM Break + Optional Meditation [15-minute meditation in 400 A]

3:45 – 5:15 PM Concurrent Sessions 2 (G-M) 
 G.  Counting Change: Strategic Collaborations to Promote a Fair and 

Accurate 2020 Census    420 A
 H.  What’s Leadership Got to Do With It? Investing in Capacity Building in 

Changing Times    420 B
 I.  The Role of Networks in Creating Stronger Communities    410 C
 J. Catalytic Investments for Rural Communities    410 B
 K.   Community Voice: Addressing Health Equity Through Philanthropic 

Partnerships    430 B
 L.   Put Your Money Where Your DEI Statement Is: Equitable Grantmaking 

In Practice    430 A
 M.  Reimaging the Future Workforce: A Multi-Sector Approach    410 A

5:30 – 6:00 PM Yoga Nidra    400 D

6:30 – 7:30 PM          Welcome Reception at the Basque Block

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2

9Visit PNW18 for bonus information and updates  •  #PNW18

*Session closed, pre-registered attendees only.
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INVIGORATING YOGA 
6 :00 – 7:00 AM      420 A

See yoga class descriptions on page 4. Bring your own yoga mat.

GENTLE YOGA 
7 :15 – 8:15 AM      420 A

See yoga class descriptions on page 4. Bring your own yoga mat.

CEO TRACK OPENING SESSION: LEADERSHIP WITH TRUST-BASED 
PRACTICE 
9:30  – 11:30 AM       420 B

As the opening session for the CEO track, we will build a mini learning cohort 
for the conference. In our first learning session, we’ll enjoy a robust discussion 
about how leading with trust-based practices can influence the culture 
of your organization and your board. Trust-based practice is premised on 
the idea that philanthropy is more effective when it comes from a place of 
trust rather than a place of suspicion. Brenda Solórzano of the Headwaters 
Foundation and Phillip Li of the Robert Sterling Clark Foundation will share 
their leadership stories as they adopted trust-based practices in their 
grantmaking, and share the questions and choices that arise when shifting to 
this approach.

RECEPTION FOR FIRST-TIME CONFERENCE ATTENDEES 
10:00 – 11:00 AM      410 A

Welcome! Meet conference ambassadors, members and staff. Get tips on 
making the most of your PNW18 experience!

WELCOME LUNCH AND OPENING PLENARY 
12:00 – 1:30 PM      400 BC 

Invocation by Lori Edmo, Editor of  Sho-Ban News, Shoshone-Bannock 
Tribes

Opening Plenary Keynote: Anand Giridharadas and Kevin Walker, 
Northwest Area Foundation

In this thought-provoking plenary dialogue, moderated by Kevin Walker, 
Philanthropy Northwest board chair and Northwest Area Foundation 
president and CEO, Anand Giridharadas and Walker will discuss a range 
of topics, from the lack of civil discourse in our society and sector, to hard-
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hitting perspectives on where philanthropy has fallen short in creating real, 
systemic change. Giridharadas is the author of The True American (soon to 
be a feature film), India Calling and the recently released book Winners Take 
All. He was a foreign correspondent and columnist for The New York Times 
from 2005 to 2016, and has also written for The Atlantic, The New Yorker 
and The New Republic. He is a former McKinsey analyst, an Aspen Institute 
fellow, a visiting scholar at New York University, an on-air political analyst 
for NBC News and has spoken on the main stage of TED.  

BREAK  
1:30 – 1:45 PM

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 1 (A-F)  
1:45 – 3:15 PM

A. Embodying Trust-Based Practice      420 A

What does embodying “trust-based practice” in philanthropy actually look 
like? The Robert Sterling Clark Foundation and the Headwaters Foundation 
invite you to ponder this proposition with us. Working from a place of trust 
benefits whole systems — enabling both funders and nonprofits to do our 
work with more ease, authenticity and joy. We’ll discuss ways to embody 
“trust-based practice” guiding principles, what it means in docket time, how 
it is different from what we did before and the benefits and challenges for 
foundations and grantees.  This session is part of the Capacity Building Track in 
partnership with the Statewide Capacity Collaborative.

SPEAKERS:  Phillip Li, Robert Sterling Clark Foundation 
Brenda Solórzano, Headwaters Foundation

B.  In It for the Long Haul: Philanthropy’s Growing Role in Strengthening 

Democracy      420 B

Philanthropy plays a critical role in achieving equitable participation in 
our democracy. The pronounced turmoil experienced in our democratic 
institutions now reflects indications that democracy has been suffering 
for a long time. We’ll share new tools that identify democracy indicators: 
the Democracy Index, from the Democracy Hub in Washington state and 
the Democracy Lens, a product of Philanthropy Northwest’s Democracy 
Northwest project. Indicators of voting, registration and reflective 
representation are a mixture of promise and challenge. Yet, bright spots 
in all six states show how a creative approach can make a big difference in 
nurturing a healthier democracy.  
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SPEAKERS:   Liz Dupee, Democracy Hub  
Kirsten Harris-Talley, Progress Alliance of WA 
Lauren McLean, Boise City Council 
Remy Trupin, Philanthropy Northwest 

C. The Art of Social Change: KNOW Native America!      410 C 

In 2017, Reclaiming Native Truth, an illuminating year-long study, was 
conducted that explored public perceptions from across the nation about 
Native Americans. Presenters will share key findings including biases that 
keep contemporary Native Americans invisible, and revealing information 
that surprised even the partners. This session reveals how arts and culture 
has immense power to change hearts and minds, and help create new 
narratives. Be inspired by how an artist and funder are working to shift public 
perception between Americans, create cultural awareness and address 
positive social change through the arts. Takeaways include copies of a Native 
messaging guide for allies, and greater insight to replace negative stereotypes 
and structural bias with accurate representation.

SPEAKERS:   Lulani Arquette, Native Arts and Culture Foundation 
Crystal Echohawk, Echohawk Consulting 
Ryan Fedderson, Artist   

D. Designing and Facilitating Powerhouse Convenings      410 B 

Full hearted-engagement can turn meetings into movements. Simple steps 
in designing and holding gatherings can amplify impact. We will also discuss 
the tensions that go with inviting greater shared ownership and co-creation, 
including: fear of losing control and discomfort with group processes that 
invite discovery and sense-making versus delegation of action steps. Expect 
laughter as we share unexpected wins and unintended consequences.  

SPEAKER: Ted Lord, The Giving Practice 

E.  Pushing Equity Further: Disability Justice as a Tool to Work With Those 

Most Impacted       410 A

Disability Justice is a social justice framework that centers the experiences 
and realities of queer, disabled, people of color and acknowledges that 
ableism, racism, classism and other isms impact communities by compounding 
many layers of oppression. We’ll introduce the Disability Justice framework 
and discuss how organizations can challenge ableism and racism using 
an intersectional perspective. We will learn from local Disability Justice 
leaders and two foundations who incorporated Disability Justice in their 
relationships, grantmaking and equity priorities. Also, we’ll discuss strategies 
and ideas to begin operationalizing Disability Justice in your organizations to 
push equity further.   
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SPEAKERS:   Michael Reyes Andrillon, Northwest Health Foundation  
Waddah Khaled Sofan, Disability Justice Organizer   
Myrlaviana Perez-Rivier, Disability Justice Organizer 
Tonisha Toller, The Collins Foundation (Momentum Fellow)   

F.  CEO Track: Special Conversation with Anand Giridharadas,  

Facilitated by Richard Woo       

Board Room (2nd Floor, see map) 

This special conversation serves as a follow-up to the plenary dialogue 
with Anand Giridharadas and Kevin Walker. Participants will have an 
opportunity to ask questions about Anand’s new book Winners Take All and 
engage in provocative discussion about the role of philanthropic leadership 
in our current society. 

SPEAKER:  Anand Giridharadas 
Richard Woo, The Russell Family Foundation (facilitator) 

BREAK + OPTIONAL MEDITATION 
3:15 – 3:45 PM      [15-minute meditation in 400 A] 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 2 (G-M)  
3:45 – 5:15 PM 

G.  Counting Change: Strategic Collaborations to Promote a Fair and 

Accurate 2020 Census       420 A 

An accurate census count shapes understanding of our communities, 
and sets baseline data for the equitable distribution of billions of dollars 
of federal funding to our states. The 2020 Census faces unprecedented 
challenges that may greatly impact a full count across the Northwest, 
particularly for traditionally undercounted populations. Philanthropy can 
play a catalytic role by convening grantees and stakeholders, providing 
resources for and participating in “complete count” efforts and encouraging 
education about the stakes for 2020 and the long-term impacts of the 
count. Participants will learn about different collaborative efforts and 
explore opportunities to engage in the census through partnerships. This 
session will concurrently be simulcast as a live webinar through Philanthropy 
Northwest’s “Advocacy in Action” workshop series.

SPEAKERS:   Erin Dysart, Meyer Memorial Trust 
Jessica Houseman-Whitehawk, Yakima Community Foundation  
Gabe Layman, Cook Inlet Housing Authority 
Laurie Wolf, Foraker Group 
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H.  What’s Leadership Got to Do With It? Investing in Capacity Building in 

Changing Times      420 B

Using the Jane’s Fellowship Program (and others) as case studies, we 
will examine how funders invest in grassroots capacity building through 
programming and funding leadership organizations. The Russell Family 
Foundation recently completed a “deep dive” analysis of 14 years of 
programming around leadership development. We’ll discuss the presence of 
community voice in grassroots capacity building, incorporating racial equity 
into capacity building initiatives, community-identified leadership capacities 
and next steps. We’ll also discuss ways funders can support grassroots 
leaders in engaging with formal power structures, including governments and 
nonprofits. This session is part of the Capacity Building Track in partnership with 
the Statewide Capacity Collaborative.

SPEAKERS:   Susan Dobkins, Russell Family Foundation 
Mozart Guerrier, 21 Progress 
Uma Rao, Rainier Valley Corps 

I. The Role of Networks in Creating Stronger Communities       410 C

Building Community Philanthropy (BCP) is an initiative of Philanthropy 
Northwest funded in part by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the 
Satterberg Foundation and other regional foundations. Now in its eighth 
year, BCP is the largest undertaking of capacity building of local community 
foundations, United Ways and populations funds in the region. BCP’s 
distinguishing characteristic is the role of the network – to learn together. In 
this session we’ll share examples, model some of the practices and, ideally, 
learn from you as well. How are you using learning cohorts and networks that 
build strong relationships and result in stronger more equitable communities?  

SPEAKERS:  Peter Bloch Garcia, Latino Community Fund 
Lyn Hunter, Philanthropy Northwest (moderator) 
Marie Sauter, Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation  
Allison Warren-Barbour, United Way of Snohomish County

J. Catalytic Investments for Rural Communities      410 B

The vast majority of our Northwest region is rural, yet the majority of our 
funding goes to urban centers and communities. In this session, family and 
independent foundation speakers describe how they’re using philanthropic 
investments creatively to catalyze rural economic and social development. 
From clean energy program-related investments to Native CDFIs to 
grassroots rural leadership development, we’ll build our toolkit to think about 
catalytic investments to support rural resilience.
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SPEAKERS:   Roque Barros, The Ford Family Foundation 
Martin Jennings, Northwest Area Foundation  
Kiki Tidwell, Tidwell Idaho Foundation 

K.  Community Voice: Addressing Health Equity Through Philanthropic 

Partnerships      430 B 

There is a tidal shift among health funders to fund health equity and shrink 
the gaps in healthcare access, social determinants of health and health 
outcomes. Three health foundations will share how their theories of 
philanthropy and building partnerships put community at the center to best 
address the health and needs of local communities. Hear how community 
stories, data and insight inform health foundations’ grantmaking strategies 
including: involving local mayors and stakeholders in health policy, conducting 
community surveys for health indicators and leveraging private efforts to 
shift public dollars and policy.  

SPEAKERS:   Brenda Anibarro, Group Health Foundation (facilitator) 
Diane Oakes, Arcora Foundation 
Elizabeth Ripley, Mat-Su Health Foundation 
Kendra Witt-Doyle, Blue Cross of Idaho Foundation  

L.  Put Your Money Where Your DEI Statement Is: Equitable Grantmaking 

in Practice      430 A 

This workshop will provide ideas, tips and practical advice for the nitty gritty 
work of equitable grantmaking. Social Justice Fund NW (SJF), which has been 
on a path of equitable grantmaking for 40 years, will be used as a case study, 
with discussion of the logistics, pros and cons of SJF’s grantmaking process. 
Sarah Tran of Nonprofit Assistance Center will share a grantee’s perspective 
on navigating the funding landscape including the findings of the recent Delta 
Vision report. Participants will have the opportunity to apply these concepts 
to assessing and improving their own grantmaking practices. This is not an 
intro level workshop; presenters will assume that participants are already 
familiar with some basic equity principles (including racial equity) and have 
made some commitment to those principles.  

SPEAKERS:   Mijo Lee, Social Justice Fund 
Sarah Tran, Nonprofit Assistance Center 

M. Reimaging the Future Workforce: A Multi-Sector Approach       410 A 

We know education is the largest funding area for philanthropy, but how are 
we adapting our education funding to reflect the changing nature of work 
in the U.S.? Come and learn how the philanthropic community is working 
to meet the demands of the future workforce through job training, skill 

15Visit PNW18 for bonus information and updates  •  #PNW18
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development, policy and much more. This session will feature approaches 
from corporate and family philanthropy, as well as perspectives from 
higher education. 

SPEAKERS:  Laurie Anderson, Micron Foundation 
Mark Dederer, Biller Family Foundation 
Bert Glandon, College of Western Idaho 
Mark Mitsui, Portland Community College 
Drew Petty, Markle Foundation  

YOGA NIDRA  
5:30 – 6:00 PM      400 D

See yoga class descriptions on page 4. Bring your own yoga mat.

WELCOME RECEPTION AND CELEBRATION 
6:30 – 7:30 PM      Basque Block*

Please wear your name badge. 

Join your colleagues from around the region for this evening of community 
and celebration. Featuring a welcome from Dave Bieter, mayor of Boise, 
local Basque dancers and a paella feast in the open air! Learn about Boise’s 
rich cultural Basque heritage of over 16,000 people and experience the 
thriving Basque neighborhood located in the historic downtown core.

“Adiskide onekin, orduak labur –  
With a good friend, the hours are short.”

www.basquecenter.com

* Basque Block is located directly southeast of the Boise Centre. Cross N. Capitol 
Boulevard. The Basque Block is on W. Grove Street. between N. Capitol Boulevard and 
S. 6th Street.
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INTRODUCING REFLECTIVE PRACTICES

In philanthropy, you have two big jobs. 

Your first job is to build deep knowledge about the what of the work that 
you support. You stay current with new knowledge, find networks for 
ongoing learning and grow your expertise.

Your second job is to put that expertise into play — the how of the work. 
Reflective practices are tools and skills that help you build what you 
bring to meetings, conversations and conferences where your presence 
matters. 

What do we mean by reflective practices? 

These are your methods of observing what is happening around you, 
diving deeper to make sense of what you see on the surface of difficult 
situations and adjusting your approach for better outcomes.

Test drive a few exercises during the conference at the Pretty Good Tools 
sessions with The Giving Practice on Thursday. Try the prompts at the 
end of this booklet to help you pay better attention to your intentions 
here at the conference and to capture what you are learning to take back 
home.

Want to learn more? 

Check out the resources at www.reflectivepractices.org. This project of 
The Giving Practice is supported by the Satterberg Foundation, Hemera 
Foundation, Hewlett Foundation and the Ford Foundation. It’s designed 
to help you build what you bring to the work.

Reflective practices 
help you go from 
known territory to 
unexplored territory 
where deep learning 
takes place.

Like bridges, there 
is no one reflective 
practice. You have 
to build something 
that will work in a 
particular context.

They give you a perch for 
taking stock and getting 
new perspectives.
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DAY TWO



Agenda

8:00 AM – 5:00 PM Registration Open

6:00 – 7:00 AM Invigorating Yoga    420 A

7:15 – 8:15 AM Gentle Yoga    420 A

8:00 AM – 4:30 PM Blueprint for Impact Investing    400 A

8:30 – 9:45 AM Networking Breakfast and Special Sessions    400 BC
 Optional Working Breakfast Discussions 
  Conversation With the U.S. Census Bureau    410 C 
  Community Foundations Discussion    430 A 
  Momentum Fellowship Q&A    430 B

8:30 – 9:45 AM CEO Track: Breakfast and Peer Cohort Discussion*    420 B  

10:00 – 11:30 AM Concurrent Sessions 3 (N-T) - Titles abridged      
 N.  Funding Real News for Real Impact: Studies on Community-Funded 

Journalism    420 A 
 O. How to Move Towards a More Diverse Philanthropic Sector    420 B
 P.  Partnering Across Generations: Family Philanthropy Journeys in 

Action    410 C
 Q.  What is Capacity Building, Really, and How Do We Support It?    410 B
 R.  What Gives? Resolving Management-Staff Disconnects for 

Effectiveness and Equity    410 A 
 S.  From Extraction to Action – How Philanthropy Can Strengthen Results 

in Indian Country    430 A 
 T.  Honoring the Past, Re-Imagining the Future in Idaho    430 B

11:30 – 11:45 AM Break

11:45 AM – 12:45 PM Lunch Plenary: Judy Belk    400 BC

12:45 – 1:15 PM Break + Optional Meditation [15-minute meditation on Mezzanine, via Escalator]

1:15 – 2:45 PM Concurrent Sessions 4 (U-AA) – Titles Abridged 
 U.  Achieving the Big Social Change We Seek: Why Philanthropy Must 

Support Policy Advocacy   420 A
 V.   Successes and Setbacks in Capacity Building - Case Studies from 

Nonprofits’ Perspectives   420 B 
 W.  Strategic Employee Engagement - How  Employee Resource Groups 

and Employee Giving Can Support Corporate Goals   410 B
 X.  Moving the Needle on Youth Homelessness   410 C 
 Y.   Students Call It “Free Money” – We Call It an Investment   410 A 
 Z. Veterans Lead, Learn and Inspire   430 A
 AA. Trustee Salon   430 B 

3:00 – 5:30 PM Learning Tours (Off-site groups meet at 2:45 in Grove Plaza)

5:45 – 6:15 PM Yoga Nidra    420 A

5:30 – 6:30 PM Statewide Capacity Collaborative Hosted Happy Hour 

6:30 – 8:00 PM Dine Arounds

8:00 – 9:00 PM CHANGE Philanthropy Networking Reception

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3
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*Session closed, pre-registered attendees only.
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REGISTRATION OPEN 
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM

INVIGORATING YOGA 
6:00 – 7:00 AM       420 A

See yoga class descriptions on page 4. Bring your own yoga mat.

GENTLE YOGA 
7:15 – 8:15 AM       420 A

See yoga class descriptions on page 4. Bring your own yoga mat.

BLUEPRINT FOR IMPACT INVESTING 
ALL DAY  WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3      400 A

Designed  for teams  of  CFOs  and  trustees. Conference attendees 
welcome to attend, but asked to join for full day. See flyer online at   
bit.ly/PNW18ImpInv for details.

8:00 – 9:00 AM  Breakfast With Matthew Weatherly-White 
9:00 - 11:45 AM Building Your Blueprint, Part 1 
11:45 - 12:45 PM   Lunch  Plenary With Judy Belk,  

California Wellness Foundation
1:00 - 2:45 PM  Building Your Blueprint, Part 2 
2:45 - 4:00 PM  Closing: Next Steps to Implementation

NETWORKING BREAKFAST  AND SPECIAL SESSIONS 

8:30 – 9:45 AM       400 BC  

Working Breakfast Discussions

Conversation With U.S. Census Bureau      410 C 
This session will provide important updates from the U.S. Census Bureau 
about the plans for the 2020 Decennial Census, focusing particularly on 
the questions about Hispanic origin, race and citizenship. Census Bureau 
researchers will discuss the history of these questions, how they changed 
over time, the planned questions for 2020 and how the data are collected. 
We’ll discuss how community leaders can partner with the 2020 Census 
efforts to inform their community members about the importance of 
participating in the 2020 Census.
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U.S. Census Bureau Speakers: Nicholas Jones, Race Ethnicity Research 
& Outreach; Hyon Shin, Racial Statistics Branch and Matthew Spence, 
Foreign-Born Population Branch

Community Foundation Breakfast Discussion      430 A 
How might the community foundation network in the Northwest 
work better together?  We’ll share findings from recent gatherings in 
Washington and Montana and want to hear from you too!

Breakfast for Foundations Interested in Philanthropy Northwest’s 
Momentum Fellowship Program      430 B 
Are you interested in Philanthropy Northwest’s Momentum Fellowship 
program? If so, come have breakfast with the fellows and Philanthropy 
Northwest staff to learn about the fellowship and how to host a fellow at 
your foundation. Specific topics will include an overview of the program, 
stories from current fellows and hosts about their experience and Q&A 
with Philanthropy Northwest, fellows and hosts. 

CEO TRACK: BREAKFAST AND PEER COHORT DISCUSSION   

8:30 – 9:45 AM        420 B

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 3 (N-T) 
10:00 – 11:30 AM  

N.  Funding Real News for Real Impact: Four Case Studies on 

Community-Funded Journalism       420 A

Fact-based, in-depth news and information about a community’s most 
pressing issues is disappearing as community and metro newspapers 
shrink. What if philanthropy considered using journalism as a catalyst 
for social impact? This session showcases case studies on how funded 
journalism tackled issues in four areas: homelessness, Hispanic 
farmworker rights, the health of small towns and the training of aspiring 
journalists. These funded projects were published in The Seattle Times, 
several newspapers in the Intermountain West, the national Center for 
Investigative Reporting and the Seattle Globalist. Learn how philanthropy 
is taking creative approaches to funding community-based and adaptive 
journalism.

SPEAKERS:   Joaquin Alvarado, Founder, Studiotobe 
Venice Buhain, The Seattle Globalist  
LaMonte Guillory, LOR Foundation 
Jonathan Martin, The Seattle Times
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O.  How to Move Towards a More Diverse Philanthropic Sector        420 B

This session focuses on recruiting and hiring with a racial equity and social 
justice lens. Recent and historical studies have shown that despite the field’s 
effort to create a more diverse philanthropic sector, foundations continue 
to lag in their ability to recruit, hire and retain employees of color. This 
can be due to systemic factors including access to social and professional 
networks and opportunities and implicit racial bias in hiring processes, 
among others. We’ll discuss how to develop a position description with a 
racial equity lens, focus outreach to communities of color, mitigate implicit 
bias in applicant screening and hire staff with skills in advancing racial 
equity and social justice.

SPEAKERS:   Crystal Jackson, Meyer Memorial Trust  
Erin Thomas, Philanthropy Northwest

P.  Partnering Across Generations: Journeys in Action in Family 

Philanthropy        410 C

All families and family foundations are on their own journey, especially 
when it comes to when and how the next generation is invited into 
philanthropy and the foundation itself. Join this session to learn readiness 
measures you and your family foundation or donor advised fund can take to 
enhance intergenerational dialogue and philanthropic growth, regardless 
of age, for greater impact. Participants will leave with inspiration for what’s 
working, helpful resources and a plan for the next step in the journey ahead.

SPEAKERS:   Elaine Chu, Seattle Foundation 
Andrea Hernandez, Growing Giving (moderator) 
Ariana Snowdon, Hill-Snowdon Foundation 
Kim Wright, Stolte Family Foundation 

Q.  What is Capacity Building, Really, and How Do We Support It?        

410 B

Have you had a nonprofit ask for help strengthening their ability to achieve 
their mission but didn’t know where to start? Are you confused by the 
different services and approaches that are considered capacity building? 
This interactive session will discuss how we define capacity building, what 
trends are shaping nonprofits now and the tensions inherent in capacity 
building work. Leaders of four Northwest nonprofit state associations will 
facilitate a conversation and share their insights about how nonprofits 
think about capacity building and how it’s evolving. Participants will gain 
new insights on investing strategically to strengthen nonprofits and foster 
stronger leadership in the nonprofit sector. This session  is part of the Capacity 
Building Track in partnership with the Statewide Capacity Collaborative. 
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SPEAKERS:   Amy Little, Idaho Nonprofit Center 
Laura Pierce, Washington Nonprofits 
Jim White, Nonprofit Association of Oregon  
Laurie Wolf, The Foraker Group in Alaska

R.  What Gives? Breaking Through Management-Staff Disconnects to 

Enhance Effectiveness and Advance Equity        410 A

How can foundation executives better engage their early- and mid-career 
staff to enhance organizational learning and advance their commitment to 
diversity, equity and inclusion?  We’ll explore how early- and mid-career 
practitioners experience their institutions and how that differs from what 
executives might perceive. This workshop presents recent research and 
creates space to identify opportunities for foundations to better live their 
values and increase their effectiveness at the same time.

SPEAKERS:   Erin Kahn, Raikes Foundation  
Paul Kim, Philanthropy Northwest 
Tamir Novotny, Emerging Practitioners in Philanthropy 
Liz Posey, Marguerite Casey Foundation

S.  From Extraction to Action: How Philanthropy Can Strengthen Results 

in Indian Country        430 A

What would it mean to imagine a philanthropic sector in equal partnership 
with Alaska Native and Native American communities, leaders and tribes? 
What would it look like if Northwest philanthropy became the first region 
to “get it right”? Join us in a highly interactive and facilitated workshop to 
start answering these questions. The session draws from research and story 
gathering as part of Philanthropy Northwest’s complement and reboot to 
Journey Into Indian Country, published in 2012. Team-guided, Native-led and 
written, the report poses deep questions about the roles of philanthropy, 
colonialism, extraction, activism and sovereignty. 

SPEAKERS:   Christine Dupres, Philanthropy Northwest Consultant 
Se-ah-dom Edmo, Western States Center 

T.  Honoring the Past, Re-Imagining the Future in Idaho         430 B

Contrary to the belief that Idaho has little diversity, the history indicates 
a different story. From Idaho’s first Indigenous peoples to the laborers 
of color and immigrants, to those that were brought here or recruited to 
attend school and stayed, communities of color have helped to build Idaho. 
Idaho’s communities of color have been surviving, thriving and meeting 
the needs of their own communities, often times quietly, under the radar 
of the majority and at times in conflict with policymakers and institutions. 



Successes have been achieved but often times the struggles were fought 
by small nonprofits and volunteers without the support of major funders. 
This session provides an opportunity to hear from people at the forefront of 
transforming Idaho for decades. Through a panel discussion and dialogue, 
funders will learn how to improve their efforts in Idaho’s communities of 
color with respect and equity.

SPEAKERS:   Natalie Camacho Mendoza, City of Boise Office of Police  
    Oversight 
Humberto Fuentes, Hispanic Cultural Center of Idaho 
Idaho Purce 

LUNCH PLENARY: JUDY BELK, CALIFORNIA WELLNESS FOUNDATION 
11:45 AM – 12:45 PM        400 BC

Judy Belk is president and chief executive officer of The California Wellness 
Foundation (Cal Wellness), a private independent foundation created in 
1992 with a mission to improve the health and wellness of the people of 
California by increasing access to health care, quality education, good jobs, 
healthy environments and safe neighborhoods. Throughout her career, 
Belk has promoted diversity, inclusion and equity both within and outside 
of the philanthropic sector. Her passionate voice has raised awareness of 
the needs of women and girls, as well as communities of color. She has been 
actively involved in the D5 Initiative, a national coalition of philanthropic 
leaders committed to increasing philanthropic resources for women, 
LGBTQ communities and people of color. Belk will inspire us to lean in to 
using our individual voices collectively as a sector. 

BREAK + OPTIONAL MEDITATION 

12:45 – 1:15 PM        [15-minute meditation on Mezzanine, via Escalator]

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 4 (U-AA) 
1:15 – 2:45 PM

U.  Achieving the Big Social Change We Seek: Why Philanthropy Must 

Support Policy Advocacy          420 A 

Public policy is arguably the most effective way to scale up social change. By 
highlighting recent case studies in philanthropy-supported policy changes, 
we’ll examine philanthropy’s partnership with state level advocacy in Idaho, 
Oregon and Washington. We’ll look at how philanthropy supports both 
traditional policy organizations and ensures that community-based and 
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direct service organizations are supported as they engage in advocacy and 
bring more diverse voices to policymaking. Attendees will leave with sample 
tools for how philanthropic partners can contribute to policy changes that 
benefit families.

SPEAKERS:   Jesse Beason, Northwest Health Foundation  
Karen Bilowith, Idaho Community Foundation  
Sam Byrd, Communidad y Justicia  
Lauren Necochea, Idaho Center for Fiscal Policy 
Misha Werschkul, Washington State Budget and Policy Center  

V.  Successes and Setbacks in Capacity Building - Case Studies from 

Nonprofits’ Perspectives - Presented by the Statewide Capacity 
Collaborative        420 B

As the closing session of the capacity building track, this session will seek to 
offer a deeper perspective by focusing on stories from nonprofits instead of 
funders. By listening to the successes and setbacks from nonprofits that have 
received capacity building grants over time, attendees will come away with 
a more nuanced perspective and appreciation for the struggles and needs of 
nonprofits when it comes to capacity building. This is the final session of the 
Capacity Building Track in partnership with the Statewide Capacity Collaborative.

SPEAKERS:  Mary Campbell, Walla Walla Community Council 
Rick Johnson, Idaho Conservation League 
Dila Perera, Open Arms Perinatal Services 
Mike Quinn, Social Venture Partners (moderator)

W.  Strategic Employee Engagement - How  Employee Resource Groups and 

Employee Giving Can Support Corporate Goals        410 B

Employee Resource Groups (ERG) must contribute to business goals to 
secure support, funding and ongoing engagement from the organization. A 
panel of experts representing Northwest-based companies will discuss how 
they define and measure ERG success and impact on individual members and 
the organization. In this panel session, we will explore how several companies 
elevated their ERGs by overcoming common challenges and aligning with 
organizational business objectives. Participants will learn about the role that 
Corporate Citizenship can play in helping achieve corporate goals, identifying 
best ERG practices and determining the right strategy. Plus, gain a deeper 
understanding of the role of ERG groups and how you can incorporate these 
groups into a broader employee engagement strategy.
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SPEAKERS:  Maryann Fiala, Association of Corporate Citizenship  
    Professionals (moderator)  
Chloe Louvouezo, The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
Cassandra Mitchell, KeyBank  
Russ Stoddard, Oliver Russell  

X. Moving the Needle on Youth Homelessness        410 C

Youth homelessness is a growing crisis in our cities and towns. Funders, 
nonprofit providers, youth experiencing homelessness and potentially 
government representatives will address how funders can collaborate; what 
authentic engagement with youth experiencing homelessness looks like; 
and how funders can align to press for systematic change in social services. 
We will focus on concrete steps and tools while weaving in multiple 
perspectives.  

SPEAKERS:   Holly Bamford, Bamford Foundation 
Nick Bayard, REACH Center 
Raphael Hartmann, Oasis Center

Y.  Students Call It “Free Money” – We Call It an Investment: Emerging 

Trends and Key Issues for Scholarships Providers        410 A 

As philanthropic practitioners we know education can interrupt 
intergenerational poverty. By leveraging scholarship programs that embed 
diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) into their practices, scholarships can 
turn into opportunity providers. Learn from three opportunity providers 
who are using a DEI lens to serve LGBTQ, Alaska Natives and those coming 
out of foster care – students who are often underserved or invisible – to 
challenge intergenerational poverty. 

Panelists will provide examples of what worked and what didn’t work. 
Then using the world café model, participants will deepen the dialogue on 
different models, practices, common interests and challenges in our work. 
Participants are encouraged to share best practices, lessons learned and 
requests throughout the workshop.  

SPEAKERS:  Susan Anderson, The CIRI Foundation 
Gunner Scott, Pride Foundation 
Shelby Weitzel, Casey Family Programs 
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Z. Veterans Lead, Learn and Inspire        430 A 

Many funding opportunities for veterans focus on addressing mental health 
and PTSD issues. Yet a much larger proportion of veterans after 9/11 need 
assistance with education and employment resources. In this session, you 
will learn about Mission 43, a groundbreaking veterans initiative co-founded 
by the J.A. and Kathryn Albertson Family Foundation and three Idaho 
veterans organizations. Mission 43 provides multi-faceted transitional 
support to veterans and their spouses in their post-military lives. Also 
featured is the Alaska Airlines Salutes initiative, which combines many 
employee-led efforts to support and honor those who serve, including Honor 
Flights for fallen soldiers, a fellowship and recruiting vets transitioning into 
the civilian workforce. 

SPEAKERS:  Diana Birkett Rakow, Alaska Airlines  
Gina Breukelman, Boeing 
Bryan Madden, J.A. and Kathryn Albertson Family Foundation

AA. Trustee Salon        430 B

Whether you’re on the board of directors or a trustee of a family, public or 
community foundation, this is your chance to share interests and concerns 
collaboratively. This session is for trustees and board of directors only. 

SPEAKER:  Ted Lord, The Giving Practice 

  LEARNING TOURS 

2:45 – 3:00 PM       BOARD BUSES & DEPART FOR LEARNING TOURS  
Look for the corresponding color sign in the outdoor Grove Plaza. All tours will 
depart from the plaza. 

Introspective Learning Journey: Talk Story Workshop With Richard Woo 

3:00 – 6:00 PM        Onsite, meets in 420 B

The Talk Story workshop will raise participants’ awareness and skills in the 
art of storytelling as an important tool for: 1) building self-knowledge and 
increasing personal emotional intelligence; 2) deepening listening skills and 
communicating with purpose; and 3) strengthening authentic relationships 
among various stakeholders in philanthropy in support of learning, 
influencing and changemaking. Participants will practice storytelling through 
a variety of learning experiences including writing/reflection, whole group 
discussion and facilitated feedback. This learning “tour” will take us on an 
introspective journey rather than leaving the conference space.  

FACILITATOR:   Richard Woo, The Russell Family Foundation
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We Choose All of Us: A (R)evolution for Humanity  

2:45 – 5:30 PM        Walking tour, meet in GROVE PLAZA at the BLUE sign  

This experiential learning tour features two campaigns and demonstrates 
what is possible when we collectively practice life-affirming ways of 
being. We Choose All of Us is a network of leaders across communities 
and social justice issues including Latinx, Black, Indigenous, LGBTQ and 
disability rights leaders. Join us and experience practices of self-reflection, 
storytelling in community and the dynamic power of youth organizers 
and transformative campaigns to spark a (r)evolution of humanity. Youth 
activists from Our Gender Revolution will highlight elements of youth 
organizing and transformative campaigns.

One Stone School: Education Innovations and Human Centered Design 

2:45 – 5:00 PM       Walking tour, meet in GROVE PLAZA at the GREEN sign  

Join school leaders, students and community partners in an engaging 
session that will follow the principles of design thinking through an 
interactive tour and session on a unique and innovative school model. Hear 
from founding staff and funders on the inception of turning an idea into a 
reality, and the impact it has on students and the community at large. 

Finding Common Ground for Housing Solutions   

2:45 – 5:30 PM       Bus tour, meet in GROVE PLAZA at the RED sign  

Join in for an engaging opportunity to tour Idaho’s Housing First 
development, the state’s first local coordinated entry system and rapid re-
housing provider, and a community resource center at a Boise elementary 
school. We’ll examine how communities can step up to address the needs 
of low-income families, refugees, underserved youth and the chronically 
homeless. This tour will provide a broad view of how diverse collaborations, 
including public and private sectors, can come together for innovative 
housing solutions.  

Working Together for Refugee and Immigrant Communities  

2:45 – 6:00 PM       Meet transportation outside at the ORANGE sign   

Since the 1980s, Boise has been a hub for the resettlement of refugees from 
around the world, who have contributed to the city’s diversity, culture and 
economy. Join local refugee leaders and partners from social services and 
public agencies to learn about Boise’s model of partnership in providing 
effective wrap-around programs to serve refugees and immigrants. We 
will be guided on a public bus ride outside of downtown to hear from an 
entrepreneur at his restaurant, and then meet with several organizational 
leaders for an engaging dialogue about the impact of collaboration in 
creating a more welcoming and supportive home for newcomers.
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The Culture of Downtown Boise: Public Art Walking Tour 

2:45 – 4:30 PM       Walking tour, meet in GROVE PLAZA at the PINK sign  

This public art walking tour will take you on a loop around the downtown 
core where you will experience a variety of artworks including sculptures, 
murals and traffic box art wraps that serve to tell stories of the people, 
history, place and what makes Boise unique. While the City of Boise has 
over 650 public artworks in its collection, this tour will just scratch the 
surface, providing an in-depth look at how art and culture have shaped the 
development and vibrancy of downtown. The tour will begin on the Grove 
Plaza and end on Boise’s Basque Block.

OPTIONAL: STATEWIDE CAPACITY COLLABORATIVE RECEPTION 

5:30 – 6:30 PM       Location TBD – Check the PNW18 app for details 

Join the Statewide Capacity Collaborative for an opportunity to network 
and learn more about how to build, nurture or grow your collaborative 
approach to supporting nonprofit capacity building. 

OPTIONAL: YOGA NIDRA 

5:45 – 6:15 PM      420 A 

See yoga class descriptions on page 4. Bring your own yoga mat.

OPTIONAL: DINE-AROUNDS OR DINNER ON YOUR OWN 
6:30 – 8:00 PM

Keep up the camaraderie and collaboration building started during the day 
by dining out around town at Boise’s vibrant restaurants. Sign up at the 
registration table! 

NETWORKING RECEPTION HOSTED BY CHANGE PHILANTHROPY 

8:00 – 9:00 pm      Residence Inn Hotel Bar 

Join colleagues from CHANGE Philanthropy for a bit of fun and networking 
over dessert and drinks. The first drink and dessert is on them! Hear more 
about CHANGE Philanthropy’s conference in Seattle in 2019! 
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Agenda

6:15 – 7:15 AM Invigorating Yoga    420 A

8:30 – 10:00 AM Breakfast Plenary – Women’s Leadership Across the Region    400 AB

10:00 – 10:15 AM Break

10:15 – 11:15 AM Pretty Good Tools With The Giving Practice    420 AB

10:15 – 11:15 AM Tax Reform Impact on Tax-Exempt Organizations    430 A

11:15 – 11:30 AM Break

11:30 AM – 12:40 PM Philanthropy Interrupted Talks    420 AB

12:50 – 2:15 PM Closing Plenary Lunch, Moderated by Richard Lui, MSNBC Anchor     400 AB

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4
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INVIGORATING YOGA 

6:15 – 7:15 AM      420 A

See yoga class descriptions on page 4. Bring your own yoga mat.

BREAKFAST PLENARY – WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP ACROSS THE REGION 
8:30 – 10:00 AM      400 AB  [Short membership meeting followed by plenary]

Join Kiran Ahuja, Philanthropy Northwest CEO, for a conversation with 
women leaders in philanthropy from across the region. They’ll share their 
observations about emerging trends, opportunities and challenges for 
women in the sector, and the qualities that help women rise to leadership 
roles in philanthropy. This is an opportunity to gain a better understanding 
of different leadership styles and how a network of support is essential for 
peer learning and successful leaders.

SPEAKERS:   Kiran Ahuja, Philanthropy Northwest 
Karen Bilowith, Idaho Community Foundation 
Mychal Cherry, Spirit Mountain Community Fund 
Mary Rutherford, Montana Community Foundation 
Aleesha Towns-Bain, Bristol Bay Native Corporation 
    Foundation 
Luz Vega-Marquis, Marguerite Casey Foundation
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BREAK 
10:00 – 10:15 AM 

PRETTY GOOD TOOLS WITH THE GIVING PRACTICE 
10:15 – 11:15 AM      420 AB

Looking for tools to take home? Join our team from The Giving Practice 
for fun and interactive 25-minute mini-sessions. You’ll test-drive tools 
on reflective practices, impact investing, board governance, grantmaking 
practice and organizational strategy. Choose two to attend during the hour.

Transformational Governance Via Generative Conversations – Lisa Fisher

You’ve heard about the role of generative conversations as a way to help 
boards think strategically. Have you thought about transformational 
governance?! Come learn how to design your board meetings to answer 
questions such as “Who For?” and “So What?” in order to amplify 
community voice and to illuminate institutional blind spots.  

When Pictures are Truly Worth a 1,000 Words – Jan Jaffe and Pat Vinh-

Thomas

How do you get past explaining to a deeper understanding of an opportunity 
or a problem? Test drive using images to shift a group from critique to 
critical engagement.  In 25 minutes you’ll learn about “the technology,” try 
it out and take away an image for your own use.

De-Clutter Your Grantmaking Process – Leslie Silverman and Anne 

Katahira 

Feeling weighed down by the same “rinse and repeat” practices you have 
had in place for years? Would applicants and grantees describe any of your 
processes as inefficient or burdensome? Come to this learning exchange 
to gather new and creative ways to assess grantmaking areas to de-clutter 
and improve.

Talking About Evolutions – Mark Sedway 

To help you think creatively about your strategy, try our Talking About 
Evolutions tool. Clients have said it helps them “crack open big-picture 
thinking” and “embrace the change we are living into.” In this mini-session, 
you’ll explore the strategic implications of how your organization, team, 
project or field is evolving—from what to what?
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#1  
Whoever comes  

are the  
right people. 

#3  
When it starts  

is the  
right time.

#2 
Whatever happens 

 is the only thing  
that could’ve.

#4 
When it’s  

over,  
it’s over.

Impact Investing – Rosalie Sheehy Cates

See how simple the first conversation about impact investing can be. This 
tool includes a deck of “sample investment cards” that will help your board 
learn the basics of this exciting philanthropy tool. 

TAX REFORM IMPACT ON TAX-EXEMPT ORGANIZATIONS – Moss Adams 
10:15 – 11:15 AM      430 A 

We’ll discuss impacts of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act on tax-exempt 
organizations, including foundations. Whether or not these changes affect 
your foundation directly, it’s vital to understand the indirect impacts as the 
sector evolves. Discussion topics include changes to fringe benefits and 
compensation; unrelated business income tax; and individual, business 
and international provisions that may affect your foundation and its 
investments.

SPEAKERS: Wendy Campos, Moss Adams LLP  
 Colleen Ramires, Moss Adams LLP  

BREAK 
11:15 – 11:30 AM  

PHILANTHROPY INTERRUPTED TALKS 
See PNW18 App for up-to-date topics 
11:30 AM – 12:40 PM      420 AB

Philanthropy Interrupted Talks are discussions featuring just-in-time 
information about the federal budget, policy changes and other top-of-
mind issues. Visit PNW18 for topics and locations. Do you want to suggest 
a topic? Sign up at the registration desk.

Philanthropy Interrupted Talks are based on the Open Space model, which 
includes the Law of the Two Feet and Four Principles. The Law of the Two 
Feet means you take responsibility for what you care about – standing 
up and moving to a place you can best contribute and/or learn. The Four 
Principles apply to how you navigate in open space:
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CLOSING PLENARY LUNCH - PHILANTHROPY’S ROLE IN CHAMPIONING 
DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES AND INSTITUTIONS 
12:50 – 2:15 PM      400 AB 

In a prophetic 2016 monograph, Philanthropy and the Renewal of Democracy, 
Philanthropy Northwest Senior Advisor, Daniel Kemmis, cautioned that 
philanthropists should not take for granted the principles and practices 
undergirding our democracy. A healthy democracy allows not only 
philanthropy to thrive, but also calls upon and gives opportunity for every 
voice in our communities to play a role in the collective shaping of what our 
society should represent. Now more than ever, philanthropy is being asked 
to step off the sidelines and take a more active role in our democracy – to 
support civic participation efforts, fund policy and advocacy work and to be 
a voice of reason, hope and purpose. With this greater responsibility comes 
great opportunity to be champions of this country’s democratic principles 
and institutions. Don’t miss this closing plenary that will tie together many 
of the conversations this week and punctuate how philanthropy is and can 
be more boldly “leaning in.”

SPEAKERS:  Dana Arviso, University of Washington, (former Potlatch Fund 
    Director) 
Sonya Campion, President, Campion Advocacy Fund; 
     Trustee, Campion Foundation 
Vanessa Daniel, Executive Director, Groundswell Fund
Richard Lui, MSNBC Anchor (moderator) 



Attending this conference enables you to bring back new perspectives and 
ideas. Those insights can be hard to describe to people who didn’t share 
your experience. How do you translate your experiences to others?

Images, metaphors, stories and poems encourage a different kind of 
sensemaking with your colleagues. Technically, this is known as using 
“third objects” to invite a different view into a challenge, solution or 
problem rather than each person trying to win their point through 
explanations.   

Throughout the conference, keep a running tab of what you’d like to 
share with those who are not at the conference. Keep it simple. Just a few 
sentences. 

After you write things down, keep an eye out for metaphors or images 
that are connected to what you’ve learned. Maybe there is a handout 
that struck you as particularly helpful? Or, you discover an image that 
evokes the idea? Most of the time it is not good to use your phone during 
conferences but in this case, take a picture! Add notes about why an image 
evoked the idea you want to share with your team. 

Back at the office, try sharing the image or object and your notes about 
why you picked it. See if this sparks others to ask questions and/or add 
insights.  In this way, you invite a more participatory approach into a 
conversation about something you’ve learned.  It’s not unlike the old-time 
postcards, that had pictures of evocative sights with the inscription, “Wish 
You Were Here!”

HOW DO YOU BRING THE 
CONFERENCE HOME?  

Wish you

were here!
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Kevin Walker, Northwest Area Foundation

Vice Chair of Programs
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Vice Chair of Board Operations
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