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Agenda
What we’ll cover today





Environmental Justice Thriving 
Communities Grantmaking (TCGM) 
Program 
• Funds from the Inflation Reduction Act

• $600 million distributed from EPA to 11 
intermediary orgs to provide subgrants 
for environmental justice, focus on 
historically underinvested communities

• PNW is the Region 10 Grantmaker 
selectee (AK, ID, OR, WA, and tribal 
nations in these states)

• $48 million awarded over 3 years

• Priorities: Chronically underinvested 
communities & environmental justice

Source: EPA Factsheet

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-04/ej-tcgm-program-factsheet.pdf


• Gain basic understanding of the EPA 
EJScreen and FAR tools

• Find your project area in EJScreen and the 
Am I Rural tool

• Find data to support your application

Objectives
Our goals for today



EJScreen Overview



EPA EJScreen 5 Min Overview

www.epa.gov/ejscreen



Using EJScreen in the 
Application Process



Section 4: 
Community & 
People Served



4. Community & People Served
According to EPA IRA 
Disadvantaged 
Communities Tool 
(EJScreen), does this 
project primarily serve 
underserved and 
disadvantaged 
communities?

4. 
Community 

& People 
Served



EPA IRA Designated Disadvantaged 
Communities

4. 
Community 

& People 
Served

The criteria and associated datasets used in the maps are:

• Any census tract that is included as disadvantaged in 

the Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)

• Any census block group at or above the 90th percentile for any 

of EJScreen’s Supplemental Indexes when compared to the 

nation or state,

• and/or any of the following geographic areas within the Tribal 

lands category in EJScreen:

• Alaska Native Allotments

• Alaska Native Villages

• American Indian Reservations

• American Indian Off-reservation Trust Lands

• Oklahoma Tribal Statistical Areas



Do you agree or disagree with the 
EJScreen tools findings? Please 

tell us more.
4. 

Community 
& People 
Served

Community & People Served



Section 5: 
Environmental 
Justice



Does your 
proposed project 
take place in an 
Environmentally 
Burdened area? 

5. Environmentally Burdened Areas

5. 
Environmental 

Justice

c



Using EJScreen to find Environmental 
Burden Indicators

5. 
Environmental 

Justice



Do you agree or disagree with 
the Environmental Burden 
Index Indicator findings? 

Please tell us more.

Environmentally Burdened Areas

5. 
Environmental 

Justice



Section 6: 
Rural Areas



Are some or all of 
the people your 
project serves 
located in a rural 
area?*

• All
• Some
• None

6. Does your project serve a rural area?

6. 
Geographic 
Information

c



What is your 
Frontier and 
Remote Area (FAR) 
Level 1-4 for the 
area where your 
proposed project 
would do most of 
the work?*

Using the FAR Score 

6. 
Geographic 
Information

c



Finding the FAR Score 

6. 
Geographic 
Information



Do you agree or disagree with the 
Frontier and Remote Area 

findings? Please tell us more. 6. 
Geographic 
Information

Finding the FAR Score 



Additional Resources



Contact Us!



EPA Thriving Communities Technical 
Assistance Centers

Types of Technical Assistance

• Grant Proposal Writing and 
Preparation Assistance

• Managing Federal Grants (e.g. 
accounting policies, controls)

• Identify Funding Sources to 
Apply for (federal, state local, 
private)

• Navigate SAM.gov and 
Grants.gov and other portals 
related to grants

• Developing partnerships and 
coalitions to conduct outreach



Philanthropy Northwest’s Thriving Communities Website: 
https://philanthropynw.org/epa-environmental-justice-thriving-
communities-grantmaking-program

❑Sign up for updates/newsletter
❑Frequently asked questions
❑Upcoming and recorded webinars
❑Available Office Hours with Program Officers
❑Send any questions to 

thrivingcommunities@philanthropynw.org or contact a 
Program Officer

Application Announcements and 
Support

mailto:thrivingcommunities@philanthropynw.org


Thank you!

philanthropynw.org
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